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grad and the Caspian Sea, form one of the most important
areas of intensive agriculture in the whole of the U.S.S.R.
But the wealth of the lands near the Volga consists not
only of the products of agriculture. About 40 per cent, of
the fish caught in the waters of the U.S.S.R. are caught in
the lower Volga, the delta, and the waters of the Caspian
close to the delta. The slow-flowing Volga brings down
enormous quantities of organic matter, and the waters in
and near the mouth are shallow and much less saline than
elsewhere in the Caspian Sea. These shallow waters and the
numerous gulfs and inlets around the delta form excellent
breeding-grounds for fish of many kinds. The black caviare
from the Volga is reno\vned throughout the world, the Soviet
Union possessing a monopoly of this delicacy.
Special areas have been set apart as breeding-grounds for
fish, and the fishing industry has been organized on modern
lines, making use of steam trawlers, motor-boats, modern nets
and equipment. Astrakhan is the U.S.S.R/s most important
centre for the fishing industry. Fish are transferred at the
port from sea-going ships to river vessels., or sent to the canning,
preserving, and refrigerating plants which have been con-
structed there. Salt used in certain curing processes is
obtained from the deposits at Lake Elton and Lake Baskunchak.
Fishing is also carried on higher up the river between the
delta and Stalingrad. There is a canning and preserving
plant at Lagan.
Industrial Occupations
We have already noted the general deficiency of mineral
resources in the Volga lands. Iron ore is now mined near
the Khopier river, cement clays are obtained from Volsk,
natural hot gases near Derbachi, slates and shales in the
outliers of the Obshchy Syrt Hilis3 phosphate deposits in the
Volga Heights between Saratov and Kamyshin, and salt from
Lakes Elton and Baskunchak.
Apart from these local resources, raw materials may be
brought along the river from other regions, while the products
of agriculture provide the basis for a number of industries.